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Transforming growing media in the UK: a partnership approach. 
 
Peat has proven itself as an excellent growing medium within horticulture over the last 40 years. Its 
physical and chemical attributes present a unique rooting environment for plants. However, 
environmentalists, government and the horticultural industry in the UK recognise the environmental 
concerns of the use of peat. The UK government has helped to end peat extraction on several key 
peatlands in the UK but all interested parties are concerned peat use needs to be replaced by 
appropriate and effective alternatives, rather than simply switching the environmental burden to other 
countries.   
 
An18 year campaign in the UK to end the reliance on peat use has met with only partial success. 
Environmentally aware consumers immediately grasped this as an important issue but the campaign 
failed to achieve widespread public resonance: it is a complicated message to sell. The UK 
Government introduced targets for peat replacement, which have helped stimulate the industry to 
investigate suitable alternatives. The major multiple retailers have also been powerful drivers of 
change, by adopting peat replacement targets in their environmental codes of practice. Peat 
replacement through an ongoing process of increasing peat dilution is starting to achieve dramatic 
reduction in peat usage for a number companies, with diluents including green compost and processed 
timber waste. The two main users of peat in the UK, amateur gardeners and the plant growing 
industry, have slightly different issues about peat substitution, but there are also many similar 
concerns, most of which have now been addressed. Carbon issues and climate change are also starting 
to focus more attention on peatland conservation. 
 
Today in the UK, the horticultural industry (manufacturers, growers, retailers etc) and 
environmentalists are working in partnership to speed up the replacement of peat, towards meeting the 
UK’s target of 90% peat replacement by 2010. Innovation and investment is helping to take some of 
the major companies toward meeting the target with what they perceive to be better products.  
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